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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .31 3 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to 8/2/2012 . 

2. □ An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on ; the restriction 

requirement and election have been incorporated into this action. 

3. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-20 . As a result of the allowed claim(s), you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution 

Highway program at a participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see 

http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov . 

4. Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
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3. O Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

□ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 
Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet{s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This office action is in response to the Board of Patent Appeals decision filed 8/2/2012 under 35 
U.S.C. § 134(a) of the rejection of claims 1, 8, and 20 were reversed. 

2. Claims 1-20 are pending for further examination. 


Examiner's Statement of reason of Allowance 

3. Claims 1-20 are allowed. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The present invention is directed to a method for setting up a communication 
between instances by protocol tester and selecting the instances and protocol layer for 
communication procedure. 

The Prior art made record fails to anticipated or make the claimed invention. 
Specifically, the prior arts fail to teach, in combination with the remaining elements, a 
method/system for setting up a communication procedure between instance, comprising 
the steps of: selecting a protocol layer to be emulated by the protocol tester for testing a 
specified protocol layer of the item under test on the basis of the communication 
procedure, the protocol layer selected from a displayed list of protocol layers that are 
capable of being emulated by the protocol tester, the list of protocol layers including at 
least one layer 2 protocol from an OSI (Open Systems Interconnection) reference model; 
selecting abstract communication interfaces of the emulated protocol layer for the 
communication procedure, the abstract communication interfaces selected from a 
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displayed list of abstract communication interfaces associated with the selected protocol 
layer; selecting communication data contained in description files to be exchanged at the 
abstract communication interfaces; and automatically setting up through the protocol 
tester the communication procedure on the basis of the selections made in the above 
selecting steps, with parameters for the abstract communications interfaces and the 
communication data selecting steps being made graphically as recited, or similarly 
recited, in independent claims 1,8, and 20. 

The closest prior art, Gessel et al. ("Gessel," US 5,732,213), Chan et al, ("Chan," 
US 5,027,343), and Matsui, (US 6,560,723); Gessel discloses a method/system for of 
testing open systems interconnection (OSI) layers in telecommunication networks; Chan 
discloses a method/system for conducting test procedures between a local terminal and a 
remote terminal of a telecommunications system defined by a layered hierarchy of 
interrelated protocols, and more particularly for testing system products to verify both 
conformance with established standards and interoperability of the products; and Matsui 
discloses a method/system for providing an automatic communication protocol test 
system having a message/sequence edit function for executing a communication protocol 
testing. However, Gessel, Chan, and Matsui| singularly or in combination, still fail to 
anticipate or render the above cited limitation! obvious. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than 
the pajmient of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Inquiry 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LINH K. PHAM whose telephone number is (571)270- 
3230. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday from 7:30AM to 
5:00PM (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Doon Y. Chow can be reached on (571) 272-7767. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Linh K Pham/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2174 

/William B ashore/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2175 


